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the National Blood Transfusion Service for blood group serology. The method for tanning and sensitizing the cells was that of Kessel, Lewis, Pasquel, and Turner (1965) (Smith, Chanock, Friedewalde, and Alford, 1967) and T-mycoplasmas (Taylor-Robinson, Addey, and Goodwin, 1969) . However, these colour changes can also be produced by contaminating bacteria and yeasts, and the growth ofthese organisms may not be inhibited by the antibacterial agents, penicillin and thallium acetate, commonly used in selective media (Andrews, 1969) . Ampicillin, 1 mg/ml, was reported by Hutchinson (1969) to suppress contaminating bacteria, and is recommended by Fallon (1969) . Nystatin, 50 units/ml, is included in selective media for the isolation of some animal mycoplasmas (Whittlestone, 1969) . Polymyxin B, 50 jug/ml, and amphotericin B, 5 ,ug/ml, are preferred by some workers (Braun, Klein, Lee, and Kass, 1970) .
In storage on large-colony mycopiasmas isolated from throat swabs was reported by Andrews (1969) . The swabs were transported in 0-2% bovine albumin in Hanks' solution, and after storage at 4°C, of 36 swabs yielding large-colony mycoplasmas, 34 (94%) remained positive. However, after 24 hours at -30°C, of 44 positive swabs, mycoplasmas could not be isolated from 25 (57 %). When Grover's transport medium (Grover, Spoerk, and Evans, 1965) was used for swabs from the genital tract the isolation rate of T-mycoplasmas was the same before and after storage at 4°C for 24 hours. In this laboratory a basic growth medium including yeast extract and 20 % horse serum is used for transport of swabs (Taylor-Robinson et al, 1969) and is recommended by Fallon (1969) . T-mycoplasmas and M. hominis were isolated from 18 fresh specimens in growth medium and from 16 of these after storage at -300C. Storage for longer periods than 24 hours seems to present more difficulties. A temperature of -30'C is adequate for stock cultures containing a high initial count of organisms (Addey, TaylorRobinson, and Dimic, 1970) . We stored 22 specimens from the genital tract which contained T-mycoplasmas at -20°C for five days, and 14 (64%) remained positive. Braun et al (1970) reported that storage of urine at -800C for one week did not reduce the isolation rate of T-mycoplasmas. However, most laboratories do not have space available at such low temperatures for temporary storage of specimens. We have stored aliquots of growth medium which had contained swabs from the genital tract in a wide-mouth vacuum flask in which was a carefully sealed plastic bag containing solid carbon dioxide, and the vacuum flask was then placed in the -20°C cabinet. After five days, some solid carbon dioxide remained, suggesting that the temperature had remained at -65°C. T-mycoplasmas were isolated from eight fresh specimens and from seven of these after storage for five days in this way.
With increasing interest in human mycoplasmas, further work on the ideal transport medium and storage temperature for clinical specimens would seem to be indicated. 
